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Orangutan at SOC
Sintang Quarantine

Tembak Forest 
School

Jerora 2 
Forest School

Total

Male Female Male Female Male Female

Infant (0 – 2.5 years) 4 4

Juvenile (2.5 - 5 year) 5 2 7

Teenage (5 – 8 year) 3 2 5 5 15

Sub adult (male only 8 – 
13/15 year)

1 2 3

Adult Male > 13/15+ year 1 1 1 3

Adult female > 8+ year 2 1 1 4

Total 2 6 4 3 13 8 36

To celebrate International Orangutan Day on August 19th, 2020, the SOC published a 
special newsletter containing an overview of SOC and orangutans participating in the adoption 
program. Hopefully, this newsletter can help provide an overview of the orangutans in the 
SOC. The table below is the number of orangutans currently undergoing rehabilitation at SOC :

Orangutans Name Date of Release

Jojo, Juvi, Cemong November 14th, 2017

Moly, Bembi April 17th, 2018

Gagas, Oscar July 16th, 2019

Digo, Putri Tanjung, Liez November 31th, 2019

Since the 2017 SOC started the orangutan release program in Betung Kerihun National Park, Kapuas 
Hulu Regency. Before we started the release program, we had conducted a feasibility survey for 
orangutan habitat there. Below is a table of orangutans that have been released :



Division
Sintang 

Quarantine
Tembak Forest 

School
Jerora 2 

Forest School
Release Site

Caretaker 2 4 6

Paramedic 4 1 1

Monitoring release site 8

Behavior and Ecology 2

Education and PR 2

Admin 2

Agriculture 2

Driver 1

Total 13 5 9 8

With 36 orangutans, we have 12 caretakers and 6 medical teams who everyday help take care for  orang-
utans that are being rehabilitated with high dedication. Apart from the caretaker and the medical team, 
there are still a few more teams at SOC, totaling 35 people. The table below is the number of staff at SOC:

The SOC dedicated caretaker and paramedic



TERRA

Terra, who in the beginning came to us as 
a terrified little baby, self-clinging all the 

time, has befriended the adult male orangutan 
Mamat. Big Mamat and relatively small Terra 
would spend much time together in the forest 
school. Unfortunately since Mamat found out 
how to break the electric fence at the forest 
school in Tembak, he unfortunately can only 
enter the forest school under close supervi-
sion until the fence is repaired and the staff 
has found a solution to prevent him breaking 
the fence again. In the absence of Mamat Terra 
has for now teamed up with Ribang and Moni 
instead. Ribang is a male orangutan of about 
the same age as Terra and they know each 
other from the time they used to be together in 
the large baby enclosure when they were still 
in the rescue center’s quarantine facility in 
Sintang. Moni is a bit younger than Terra and 
Ribang but doing well with Terra and Ribang.

When we remember how afraid Terra was just 
sitting on the ground, it is so good to see her 
doing so great in the forest school. She is 
inquisitive and eager to learn. She has an 
independent personality and although she likes 
to hang around with peers, she is often found 
roaming the forest alone, finding her own food 
and building nests to sleep in. She likes to stay in 
the forest overnight, usually in a renovated nest 
left by another orangutan. With the start of the 
rainy season however, she increasingly builds 
her own nests from scratch. This is great news.

Although Terra is one of the brightest orang-
utans in Tembak, the nest-building techniques 
of Moni are probably better. Whenever it rains, 
Moni actually constructs a roof above her nest, 
which keeps her a bit more sheltered from the 
torrential rains. In the wild, many orangutans 
build roofs for their nests but only if they think it 
will rain during the night. Terra still has to master 
both the skill of making a rain protection as well 
as evaluating the chance of rain during the night.

As Moni and Terra are so close to each 
other, and because they have shown they 
are able to take care of themselves in the 
Tembak forest school, they will be released 
together in Betung Kerihun National Park on 
August! For sure Mamat will miss his girlfriend.

Above : Terra and Ribang when playing together

Below: Terra nest at the end of July



MAMAT

Above: Mamat enjoyed his enrichment in night enclosure

Since Mamat broke part of the electric fence 
in Tembak, he may only enter the forest 

school under close supervision. That means 
there is much less opportunity to hang around 
with Terra and if everything works out as 
planned Terra will be released to the wild on 
August. Although Terra is much younger than 
Mamat, they went along very well together, and 
Terra even proved to be a great help in Mamat’s 
development. Mamat has physical as well as 
mental traumas which have hampered his 
motoric and intellectual skills. Please have a 
look at how he was when he first arrived with 
us in Sintang. When most orangutans of his age 
where already swinging to the canopy as true 
kings of the jungle, Mamat would stay on the 
forest floor. Terra however, made such an 
impression on Mamat that he would even over-
come his fear and try to follow her up in the trees.

Mamat also has difficulties in building nests and 
finding food. We know that Mamat has very poor 
eyesight and that he tends to locate food by smell 
and by the sound of the keeper bringing the food.

One way to test Mamat’s vision is to observe 
his reaction when he is shown pictures of 
familiar orangutans or people on a tablet. It 

is known that orangutans are able to recog-
nise other individuals on pictures and videos. A 
famous picture demonstrating this can be found 
in the book that Willie Smits co-authored about 
“Thinkers of the jungle”. The first orangutan 
he rescued and released met him after a long 
absence in the forest. The photographer Jay 
Ullal had brought a Kodak instant camera and 
took some pictures of Willie together with Uce 
and her baby named Bintang, that he then gave 
to Uce. The two of them studied the pictures 
with great interest and care. When Willie had to 
leave Uce was looking around holding her baby 
on one side and the pictures in the other hand. 
It would be really hard to climb now. So Uce 
went over to one of Willie’s technicians named 
Misri that worked in the release site and put the 
pictures in his vest pocket! And for more than a 
year every few weeks Uce would find Misri and 
ask to see the pictures again and quietly looked 
at them for a half hour and then she would climb 
back into the rainforest canopy of the Sungai 
Wain protected forest. When we can get a water-
proof tablet we will do some tests with Mamat!



MONA

Mona (5) and Selly (6) are in the same forest 
school class, together with Aming, Boy and 

Maya. Mona and Selly are very good friends but 
their relationship has some sharp edges. Selly is 
the most dominant of the two and whenever they 
are together in the night enclosure, Selly will try 
to steal Mona’s food. She corners Mona and she 
actually takes the food out her mouth by force. 
Aming, Boy and Maya are left alone by Selly.

Surprisingly, this behaviour occurs only when 
Mona and Selly are in the night enclosure. When 
they are in the forest school, Mona can eat what-
ever she wants without Selly trying to steal it 
from her. It is not clear why Selly’s behaviour is so 
different inside and outside of the night enclosure.

Mona is still young, but she is already less 
interested in being held in the arms of a care-
taker. She is also avoiding physical contact 
with other orangutans, like hugging or wres-
tling. This is a good sign, because it shows 
she is becoming more and more independent.

In a place with so many other orangutans, you 
might expect that the social development of 
orangutans in a rescue center might be different 
from that of orangutans who grow up in the wild. 
This does not seem to be the case however, and 
Mona – who arrived at the SOC when she was only 
a few months old – is a clear example that much 

of their behaviour is instinctive and intrinsic.

However, there are also many rescued orang-
utans that suffer from childhood traumas and 
some of them have different needs. Beno for 
example, who arrived at the age of 6 and is now 
a 12 year old adolescent, still likes to be hold 
by a caretaker. He also still cries a lot and only 
matches well with much smaller orangutans.

Beno’s childlike behaviour is reflected in the 
lack of development of his survival skills. Beno 
only once ate some leaves directly from a tree 
and while he can climb trees, he usually goes 
straight up and sits in the same tree the whole 
day.  As Beno does not show much progress 
in his social, emotional and skills develop-
ment, he is unlikely to be released very soon. 

Above : Mona and Aming in forest school Jerora

Below : Mona climbing tree at forest school Jerora 



 VICTORIA

Above : Victoria and Felix playing in forest school Jerora

Victoria is in the same class as Beno en Beni. 
She is particularly fond of Beni, with whom 

she always plays in the forest school. Beni, like 
Selly, always tries to steal food from Victoria. But 
Victoria, unlike Mona, doesn’t allow it and stands 
up for herself. There is no aggression between the 
two, however. They treat each other with respect.

Victoria has an unusual appetite for bark. 
Especially the bark from the Mentawa and 
Cempedak trees. Although orangutans do eat 
bark, they commonly only do so when no other 
food is available. Bark is not very nutritious and 
besides that, bark usually doesn’t taste that good 
(although the latex in the bark of the Mentawa and 
Cempedak, both members of the Moraceae 
plant family better known as the fig family, do 
taste sweeter and are much more nutritious).

Victoria is very good in finding food, and overall, she 
has a very diverse diet. Getting the bark removed 
from stems and branches is not easy for instance 
and is a skill not all wild orangutans seem to master.

Below : Victoria eating ant nest in forest school



HOPE

Left : Hope and Amory playing in forest school Jerora

Just like many other juveniles, Hope has 
a close friend. In her case it’s Amory. 

Together they search for food in the forest 
school. Hope is not a picky eater. She eats a great 
variety of food and she is able to find it herself. 
She is particularly good in digging out ant nests. 
While many orangutans use a stick to deal with 
the biting ants, Hope still uses her bare hands. 
But no worry those hands feel like leather and 
the long thick hair on her hands and arms also 
keeps ants mostly away from her also tough skin.

Hope is also very fond of fruit. Whenever it is feed-
ing time, Hope greedily rakes in as much food 
as she can, and while she covers the vegetables 
with her body for later consumption, she first 
starts eating all the sweet stuff. Although she may 
seem to have a sweet tooth, fruits have higher 
nutritional value than many vegetables. So, her 
appetite for fruit is just a healthy choice. Some-
times we teach our orangutan orphans to first 
eat their vegetables and if they finish then give 
them a sweet desert to reward them. Not much 
different from some parents and human children!

Her friendship with Amory is not just about good 
company. Juvenile orangutans carefully pick 
friends from whom they can learn a new skill. 
Consequently, whenever they feel they learned 
enough, they might choose a new best friend.

For wild male orangutans, these friendships may 
last through puberty and they sometimes form 
small gangs which roam the forest and over-
power females to mate with them. Adolescent 
females on the other hand, choose a more soli-
tary life and remain in the same area or nearby 

the area where they were raised by their mothers.

When reaching adulthood, both males and 
females tend to go their own way. Unlike other 
great apes, they spent most of their time alone. This 
is not because orangutans don’t like each other’s 
company, but because food is scarce in the rain-
forest. The rainforest cannot sustain large family 
groups of orangutan sized mammals. When food 
is plentiful, like what regularly happens when a 
large fruiting fig tree is around, you might actually 
see several orangutans together joining the feast.

Right : Hope eating wild fruit in forest school Jerora

Above : Hope nest in forest school Jerora



Currently, Manfred is at Jerora Forest School, 
he has been translocated since April 2020 

along with his peers Tom, Jochem, and Agung. 
Manfred is healthy and he’s quite active and ag-
ile inside the cage. Even though he is still a baby, 
he is not afraid of other orangutans who are in 
the same cage as him. During the feeding and 
enrichment time when Jochem or Tom tries to 
steal his food, he will try to reclaim his food and 
doesn’t want to be outdone by other orangutans. 

Above: Manfred enjoyed his tomato at feeding time

Usually, after taking food he would go to the 
corner of the cage so that other orangutans 
would not disturb him.  Manfred is very fond of 
fruit. Whenever it is feeding time, he starts eat-
ing all the sweet stuff and very few vegetables. 
Now he is also less afraid of the caretaker and 
he started to play with them, unlike before when 
he will definitely avoid them. In the afternoon 
at leaf-giving time, usually, when  Jochem has 
finished compiling leaves for sleeping mats or 
nests, Manfred will follow Jochem to his nest 
and the two of them will share the nest. Later on, 
he will attend forest school after our team has 
finished determining the suitable group for him.

Below: Manfred tried to join Jochem nest in night enclosure

MANFRED



ARTEMIS

For the first time, at the age of 1 year 4 months, 
the medical team was able to have a close look 

and check Artemis’ physical condition while her 
mother was sedated for a medical examination 
because of her illness. Artemis’ physical devel-
opment checks included measuring the head 
circumference, body length, arm and leg length, 
dental examinations and fingerprint sampling. 
This development check is like what happens 
in a human baby medical centre which should 
be routinely done every month. But this is very 
difficult to do for Artemis because the moth-
er is very protective and does not allow care-
takers or the medical team to hold Artemis. This is 
indeed the mother orangutan’s natural protective 
care of her baby in the wild. Young orangutans 
remain very close to their mothers until they are 
6-7 years old. This is also why in order to capture 
a valuable baby orangutan the poachers kill the 
mothers that defend their babies with their life.

When taking measurements, the medical team 
and caretaker met some extra difficulties 
because Artemis almost never had direct contact 
with humans and it shows because she was very 
afraid of humans. She tried to bite the caretaker 
who was carrying her! The medical team could 
not take a good set of fingerprints from Artemis 

because she did not want to be held by the medical 
team and kept struggling with her strong arms to 
free herself from the caretaker. Already it is very 
difficult to get good prints from babies and with 
orangutans being vegetarians they leave very 
faint finger prints just is the case with human 
vegetarians. We decided that Artemis’s finger-
print would be taken when she will be a bit older.

It looks like Artemis inherited her mother’s 
bellicose nature towards humans, especially 
when we observed her and saw how angry she 

Below: Caretaker and paramedic taking body measurements of Artemis

Above: Artemis teeth development



was when the medical team wanted to take a 
blood sample from her mother. Seeing that she 
tried to hit the hands of the medical team who 
were holding her mother’s arm. Other rescued 
baby orangutans at the SOC do not show these 
tendencies since these babies are closer to their 
caretakers to get the love they miss from their 
real mothers. Doctor Vicktor says that Artemis 
possesses four times more energy than other baby 
orangutans! Obviously Bablu is a good mother!

When Artemis holds on to branches or bars, it 
takes 3-4 caretakers to release her four very 
strong hands one by one. Other orangutan 
babies can normally be taken from trees or 
cages by a single caretaker. We believe that 
this difference in strength and willpower is due 
to the habit of Artemis constantly holding on 
to her mother’s fur where ever Bablu would 
go. This is how it normally is in the wild where 
the babies hang on to the long hair of their 
mothers going from tree to tree. So no wonder 
Artemis has this enormous strength in all her 
hands. This is not much different with human babies 
by the way. If you have experienced a baby holding 
a finger you must have been aware how strong 
that grip is! We have more in common between 
humans and orangutans than we often realize.
  

Above: Fingerprint sampling of Artemis

The result of the medical examination revealed 
that Bablu, Artemis’ mother, was diagnosed with 
typhus and microcytic hypochromic anemia. This 
disease is contagious, so we provide medicine and 
vitamins as well as additional vegetables/ fruit to 
increase the natural resistance of Bablu and 
Artemis. In addition the following treatments are 
now given to Bablu : 
1. Fluid treatment, by giving Bablu lots of various 
drinks to help hydrate Bablu’s body fluids ade-
quately. 
2. Symptomatic treatment: 500 mg paracetamol 
and additional vitamins.
3. Antibiotic treatment with Amoxycillin 500 mg 
capsules

Now Bablu looks already active again, though 
her face still looks pale. She eats and drinks 
well and responded well to calls and her move-
ments are normal. According to the medical team, 
Artemis is unlikely to catch the bacterial disease 
from the mother because the mother’s condition has 
already improved and the normal incuba-
tion period for typhus has already ended.

Below : Artemis and her mother (Bablu)



The Sintang Orangutan Center (SOC) is a local environmental NGO 
that helps the Indonesian government to rescue, 

rehabilitate and release orangutans back into the wild.

In addition to the orangutan work, SOC also provides awareness and education programs 
for local people to reduce deforestation by providing 

sustainable agricultural alternatives, stop illegal poaching 
and the keeping of illegal pets like orangutans. 

SOC is located in Sintang, West Kalimantan, an Indonesian province on the island of Borneo. 

SOC’s rehabilitation program aim is to rehabilitate orangutans and provide them 
with the survival skills to prepare them for release back to the wild. 

After a series of medical health examinations healthy orangutans are transferred 
to the socialization groups where they can learn together with friends. 

The final stage before release is a training period in a so-called forest school 
which is a fenced in intact rainforest.

We work under an official agreement with the Forestry Ministry Department. 
So far we have rescued and taken care of more than 50 orangutans since 2010. 
Orangutans were rescued from illegal wildlife trade, or confiscated from people 

who kept them as pets. We also help rescue orangutan victims of conflict with local people. 
We release orangutans in a special part of the Betung Kerihun National Park. 

About Sintang Orangutan Center

SUPPORT US IN PROTECTING ORANGUTAN AND THEIR FOREST

Sintang Orangutan Center
Jl. M. Saad No.8-Sintang 78611

Kelurahan Tanjung Puri
West Kalimantan - Indonesia

Tel: +62 565 2022968
Fax: +62 565 2022968

info@soc.or.id

http://soc.or.id/

orangutansintang sintangorangutancenter sintang orangutan center


